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Of all the Great Lakes, only Lakes Superior and Ontario have structures to
control their outflows. Because man has no control of the inflow to these lakes,
they are not coutrolled, but rather can only be modified, to some extent, from
the levels that would exist under natural conditions. There are no means to con-
trol the outflows of rhe other lakes. Precipitation, or the lack of it, is the
main cause of long~term extreme fluctuations in lake levels. The currenc pFoblem
was aggravated by above-average precipitation from last Fall through early Spring,
particularly for Lakes Michigan-Hurom, St. Clair, and Brie which already had above
average levels. As a result, record high water levels wvere established in Apfll
and May 1985 on Lakes Michigan-Huron, St. Clair, and Erie. Commencing in April,
below average precipitation resulted in a turn around of the rise in levels causing
the lakes- tuv fall below their record highs in June and July. Nevertheless, the

lakes still remain extremely high.

The enclosed bullerin shows our projected levels for the peried 1 August
1985 through 31 January 1986. Lakes Michigap-Huron, St. Clair, and Erie are still
extremely high and are predicted to remain so for at least the next six months.
Lake Superior is about 3/4-foolL above average and is expected to approach its
racord highs this Fall. Lake Oatario, on the other hand, i1s only about six inches
above normal for this time of year and is expected to f£all to its normal levels

for November and Deccmber.

The purpose of this update is to inform you of emergency actions taken to date

by the Internatiopal Joignt Commission (IJC) and others to provide relief to Lakes
Michigan-HRuron, St. Clair, apd Erie. -

An iniciul action was the IJC's decision in lare April to redugg Lake Superior
outflows by ahout-30 percenr below the flows prescribed by Plan 1977, the regula-
tion plan for Lake Superior. The reduction began on 2 May and is scheduled to con-
tinue through Octeber. By October and November, this modification of the Lake
Superior outflow will have lowered Lakes Michigan-Hurom, St. Clalr, and Erie by
3.5, 2.4, and 1.7 inches, respecrively, below the levels that would exist if Lake
Superior outflows were regulated in strict accordance with Plan 1977. During chis
period, Lake Superior levels will increase by 4.7 iaches.

By the end of July, the status of the IJC's emergency action is as follows:

%ake Effect
Superior Up 3.4 luches
Michigan—Huron Down 2.2 inches
St: Clair Down 1,2 inches
Erie Down 0.5 inch

A further actionlstemmed from the U. S. State Department's request to Canada
to reduce the Ogok! Diversion into Lake Superior. This diversion in combination
with the Long Lac Diversion normally flows at a rate of about 5,600 cubic fecr per

second (CFS). The Opoki Diversioa haa ha a . :
June 1985 etsion han an vadused by about 4,000 vIs s1nca 28
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In addition, the Corps of Engineers' Detroit and Buffalo Diserices are pursu-
ing a programr for providing flood protection measures with the States 'of Michigan
and Chio. Potential flooding problems exist primarily along’ che shores of Lake
Erie, the Detroit River, and Lake St. Clair. Thexe are seven projects in Michigan
that are under consideration for construction. They are: Luma Pler, Erie Township,
Monroe, ¥Frenchtown Township, Eatral Beach, Berlin Township, and Brownstown Towmship.
Projects at three other locations are undecided at this time. All other potential
locations have declined participation im the program. In Ohlo, eight projects are
under consideration. This program started larer and construction starts will not
be pogzible before September. In both States, protection measures will be construc—
ted before November of this year where possible.

For Great Lakes Basin technical assistance or information, please contact one
of the following Corps of Engineers District offices:

(1) States of New York, Pennsylvania, and Chio
Colonel Daniel R. Clark

Commander, Buffalo Disgtriet

1776 Niagara Strcet

Buffalo, New York 14207-3199

(716) 876-5454 Ext. 2201

(2) States of Michigan, Mimmesota, and Wisconsin
Colonel Raymond T. Beurket, Jr.

Commander, Detrolt District

Post Office Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231-1027

(313) 226-6762

(3) Statas of Illincis and Indiana
Lieutenant Colopel Frank R. Finch
Commander, Chicago District

219 South Dearborn (6th Floor)
Chicago, Illinois 60604-1797
(312) 353-6400

These updates will be continued for the next few months to provide addi-
tional information on the actions being taken to help alleviate high water level
condivious and to provide flood proteccion.

JEROME B. HILMES

Brigadier General, U. S. Army
Commanding Officer
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